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Samsung's two new flagship phones, the Samsung Galaxy S8 joined by the larger Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus - are now out in the wild.But with the standard S8 also sporting a curved screen, the differences between the two are less obvious than the differences between, say, the Galaxy S7 and Samsung Galaxy S7 Edge.So, to give you a clearest picture
possible, we’ve created a breakdown of the ways in which these two phones differ, and the things that are the same.Read our in-depth Samsung Galaxy S8 reviewScreenWhile the Galaxy S7 Edge’s screen is very different to the Samsung Galaxy S7’s by virtue of being curved, the same difference isn't present this year, as both the Samsung Galaxy S8
and Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus have a curved Infinity display - hence why the Edge name has been ditched.They also both use Super AMOLED technology, and they both have a widescreen 18.5:9 aspect ratio with a 1,440 x 2,960 resolution - which is an upgrade on the 1,440 x 2,560 screen on last year’s handsets.So, as you’ve probably guessed, it’s the
size that's the real difference, as the Samsung Galaxy S8 has a 5.8-inch display, while the Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus has a 6.2-inch one.It’s worth noting that this means the screen on the S8 Plus is less sharp with fewer pixels per inch, but it’s not a difference you're likely to notice much at all.Read our in-depth Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus
reviewDesignThe Samsung Galaxy S8 and Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus have an almost identical design, with a glass back, a metal frame and tiny bezels above and below the screen.There is no physical home button on either phone and the fingerprint scanner has been relocated to the back next to the camera. Both the S8 and S8 Plus are also water and
dust resistant with an IP68 rating.The differences, again, are related to their size. The Samsung Galaxy S8 is 148.9 x 68 x 8mm, while the Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus is 159 x 74 x 8mm, meaning they're the same thickness, but the S8 Plus is significantly longer and a bit wider.These dimensions make the S8 Plus a phablet-sized phone, and even the
standard S8 slightly on the large side, but neither is as big as you might expect given their screen sizes.By almost eliminating the bezel, Samsung has managed to make the standard Samsung Galaxy S8 smaller than the Samsung Galaxy Note 7, while the Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus is a similar size overall to the iPhone 7 Plus. It's a pretty remarkable
achievement.Of course, the S8 Plus is heavier than the S8 as well as being larger, but it shouldn't weigh you down too much.OS and powerThere's no difference here between the devices, but there are different versions of the phone set to release in certain regions around the globe.Both handsets have 4GB of RAM, but the chipset may differ
depending on where you are. In the US, your phone will have the Snapdragon 835, and elsewhere, you'll be running the Samsung-made Exynos 8895. Exynos chipsets have a reputation for beating Qualcomm's each yet, but either way, you're still getting a cutting-edge octa-core chipset that's more than capable at chewing through current and future
apps and games.Both the Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus and the standard Samsung Galaxy S8 also run Android Nougat, overlaid with Samsung’s TouchWiz Ul.CameraThis too is the same for both phones, and also something which isn’t much different to last year’s, with a 12MP single-lens snapper on both the S8 and S8 Plus - just like the S7 and S7 Edge
had.But the front-facing camera has at least been upgraded, with both handsets getting an 8MP one, where the S7 range has a SMP one. Of course megapixels aren't everything, but we came away impressed as expected with the results. Our reviews showcase the results of both cameras in various environments and lighting conditions. BatteryOther
than the screen, the battery is the biggest difference between the Samsung Galaxy S8 and the Galaxy S8 Plus, as Samsung is using the extra space inside the S8 Plus to pack in a 3,500mAh juice pack, while the standard Galaxy S8 has just a 3,000mAh one.It’s worth noting that neither size is massive, especially given the size of the phones they're
powering. The S8’s is the same size as the S7’s, and the battery in the S8 Plus is actually marginally smaller than the 3,600mAh one in the Galaxy S7 Edge.That may sound like a worry for those who want multi-day performance, but it’s a decision that was likely made to avoid risking another Note 7-like catastrophe. Plus, thanks to the more power-
efficient chipsets found inside of each phone, we were impressed with their efficiency. Both phones didn't have an issue reaching the day-and-a-half milestone while utilizing some of the built-in battery saving functions.Both handsets also support fast charging via a USB Type-C port.PriceThe Samsung Galaxy S8 is going to cost $720 (£689, AU$1,349)
SIM-free, which makes it one of the most expensive phones money can buy.While the Galaxy S8 Plus costs $825 (£779.99, AU$1,349) if you want to buy it right now, so you'll be spending quite a bit of extra money on the larger Samsung.TakeawayThere's not a huge amount of difference between the Samsung Galaxy S8 and the Samsung Galaxy S8
Plus. Where previously Samsung differentiated largely based on the presence or absence of a curved screen, now all models have curves.You also can’t really think of one as being a phablet while the other one is a ‘normal’ handset, as with even the standard Galaxy S8 coming in at 5.8 inches both of them are phablet-sized.But at 6.2 inches the
Samsung Galaxy S8 Plus is still significantly larger, and the bigger battery might give it longer life.Otherwise, there looks to be little to choose between them, with the Galaxy S8 having a slightly sharper screen and more manageable dimensions, but the Galaxy S8 Plus being a better bet for real phablet fans. So, which is your pick?Check out our
newly revamped list of the best phones? No new notifications You’ll get updated when important things are happening, and when you engage with our community. From its Bixby assistant and nearly bezel-free design to a dock that transforms the phone into a PC, the Galaxy S8 is a phone that's trying to go beyond specs, as we detail in our review of
Samsung's latest phones.The Galaxy S8 has a smaller 3,000 mAh battery. But the specs on the Galaxy S8 and S8+ are still important, including the screen size and resolution, the weight, the processor, storage and more. It's also important to know how the Galaxy S8 and S8+ differ. Here's a quick breakdown of what you're getting.Galaxy S8 and S8+
Specs Galaxy S8Galaxy S8+Price$720-$750$840-$850Display (pixels)5.8 inches (2960 x 1440) Super AMOLEDG.2 inches (2960 x 1440) Super AMOLEDAspect ratio18.5:918.5:9Pixels per inch 570 ppi529 ppiCamera (Back)12 MP/f 1.7 aperturel2 MP/f 1.7 aperturePixel Sizel.4 pym1.4 pmZoom8x digital8x digitalCamera (Front)8-MP/f 1.7 aperture8-
MP/1.7 aperturePixel Sizel.22pm1.22pmVideo recording4K video at 30 fps4K video at 30 fpsSlow motion video720p at 240 fps720p at 240 fpsBiometric ScanningFacial recognition, iris scanner, fingerprint readerFacial recognition, iris scanner, fingerprint readerCPUSnapdragon 835Snapdragon 835RAM4GB4GBStorage64GB 64GBmicroSDup to
256GBup to 256GBBattery3,000 mAh3,500 mAhTested Battery Life (Hrs:Mins)10:3911:04Size5.9 x 2.7 x 0.3 inches6.3 x 2.9 x 0.3 inchesWeight5.5 ounces 6.1 ouncesWater and Dust ResistantceIP68IP68ColorsMidnight Black, Orchid Gray,Arctic SilverMidnight Black, Orchid Gray,Arctic SilverWi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac802.11
a/b/g/n/acBluetoothBluetooth 5.0Bluetooth 5.0Android Version7.0 Nougat7.0 NougatChargingUSB Type-CUSB Type-CWireless ChargingWPC and PMAWPC and PMA Screen Size and ResolutionThe Galaxy S8 has a fairly large 5.8-inch Super AMOLED display, but the S8+ kicks that up to 6.2 inches. Both have the same resolution at 2960 x 1440
pixels, but the picture on the S8 may appear sharper because it packs in more pixels per inch. It offers 570 ppi versus 529 ppi on the S8+.The Galaxy S8+ has a 6.2-inch display. It's also worth noting that both the S8 and S8+ support HDR, which means you should expect a wider color gamut when viewing HDR content. MORE: Galaxy S8 Pricing
Revealed: What It Costs From Every CarrierGiven their large screens, the Galaxy S8 and S8+ are pretty slim and light. The S8 measures 5.9 x 2.7 x 0.3 inches and weighs 5.5 ounces, and the S8+ measures 6.3 x 2.9 x 0.3 inches and weighs 6.1 ounces. To put that in perspective, the iPhone 7 weighs 4.8 ounces (lighter than the S8) and the iPhone 7
Plus is heavier than the S8+'s 6.6 ounces.The back of the S8 is made of Gorilla Glass. The good news is that the Galaxy S8 comes in three colors in the U.S.: Colors: Midnight Black, Orchid Gray and Arctic Silver. The bad news is that Samsung isn't making the two more exciting hues available stateside — Coral Blue, Maple Gold — at least for
now.MORE: Galaxy S8 vs. S7: What's New, and Should You Upgrade?CamerasOn paper, the back camera on the Galaxy S8 and S8+ isn't very different, as it has the same 12-MP resolution. However, Samsung says it has made some enhancements, especially when it comes to low-light performance. Early indications from people who've gotten their
hands on the phone suggest that these improvements to image processing are producing better photos.Samsung says the S8's rear camera offers better low-light performance. A bigger upgrade comes from the front camera, which now has a 8-MP resolution (up from 5-MP). Plus, you get auto-focus, which will make it easier to take selfies. The wide
selfie feature will make sure you fit everyone in the frame. However, you don't get dual cameras on this phone, which is one of the biggest missing features.Despite rumors that the S8 would record slo-mo video at 1000 frames per second, it supports 720p at 240 fps. It shoots 4K video at 30 fps when in regular mode.CPU, RAM and StorageThe Galaxy
S8 is the first phone in the U.S. to be powered by Qualcomm's Snapdragon 835 processor, which impressed us by its first benchmark results. The chip also promises to be more efficient, which should result in longer battery life.The Galaxy S8 comes with 64GB of storage, but you can expand it. The 4GB of RAM is pretty standard for a high-end phone
these days, but it is nice to see the 64GB of storage now standard. It was 32GB for the Galaxy S7. You can also expand the storage via a microSD card up to 256GB.Battery Life and ChargingThe Galaxy S8 features a 3,000 mAh battery, while the S8+ has a larger battery (3,500 mAh) to go with its larger screen size.Now that we've had a chance to test
the two phones, we can say that both the Galaxy S8 and S8+ offer much improved battery life over their predecessors. In fact, the S8+ lasted 11 hours, 4 minutes on our Tom's Guide battery test, which involves continuous surfing over T-Mobile's LTE network. That was good enough for the S8+ to land on our list of the longest lasting phones. With a
battery test result of 10:39, the Galaxy S8 is no slouch either when it comes to going all day without needing a charge.Photo Credits: Sam Rutherford/Tom's Guide
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